
      

 
Ask2Learn Observation Rubric 
 
Why Ask2Learn? 
 
Ask2Learn is a method that involves exploring the natural or material world in a way that hinges on 
asking questions, making observations, using evidence and prior learning, and discussing and debating 
results with others. It promotes curiosity, supports collaboration, and makes students’ thinking ‘visible.’  
 
Ask2Learn leads to a greater understanding of concepts and scientific phenomena, while fostering a 
collaborative, student-centered learning experience. It works in SMALLab, Wink, and beyond. Plus, it’s a 
really fun, engaging way to teach and learn! 
 
How to use the rubrics 

This rubric is designed to identify evidence of effective Ask2Learn techniques when teaching and 

learning in SMALLab. Evidence is present both from the actions of teachers and the behaviors of 

students. Use the ‘Teacher’ rubric to focus on teacher actions. Use the ‘Student’ rubric to focus on 

student behaviors. 

Highlight or make notes in the boxes that best describe what you observe from teachers and students 

during a SMALLab learning experience. The categories of ‘Novice’ to ‘Expert’ are only meant as a rough 

guideline. Most teachers and students will have a varied profile where they are expert in some areas, 

and working to improve in others! 

You can use the rubric to evaluate a video of your own teaching. You can also invite a colleague to 

observe your teaching and offer their insights. You can also use this rubric to observe a trainer as they 

model a lesson. Or, come up with your own use! 

Most importantly, have fun, and enjoy the process! 
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Observing Teacher Actions 
 Novice Developing Proficient Expert 
Creates an 
environment 
that is safe for 
inquiry. 
Encourages 
collaboration. 

● Behavior is tightly 
monitored and 
controlled. (raised 
hands, cautious 
responses, etc.) 

● Value is placed on 
getting a correct 
answer or 
solution. 

● Few students 
dominate the 
activity. 

● Value is placed on 
efficiency. 

● Accepts all 
responses and 
allows other 
students to 
challenge 
solutions. 

●Value is placed on 
persistence. 

● Is reflective with 
students regarding 
the inquiry 
process and 
open-ended 
questions. 

● Value is placed on 
a variety of 
approaches. 

Promotes 
questioning and 
skepticism 

● Asks knowledge 
questions such as 
those that have 
one right answer, 
or yes/no 
answers. 

 

● Asks some 
open-ended 
questions and 
single-answer 
questions. 

● Asks open-ended 
questions in a 
sequence that 
develops 
reasoning or 
requires evidence. 

● Promotes 
students asking 
each other 
open-ended 
questions that 
develop reasoning 
or require 
evidence. 

Promotes 
curiosity and 
making 
predictions 

● Is focused 
primarily on 
content.  

● Curiosity is 
dismissed. 

● Poses exploring 
questions, such as 
“What if? “. 

● Accepts all 
predictions. 

● Poses “What if…?, 
I wonder…?” 
questions. 

● Students are 
encouraged to 
explore 
predictions. 

● Encourages 
students to ask 
“What if…?, I 
wonder…?” 
questions to each 
other. 

Promotes 
respect for 
evidence, 
models wait time 
when asking 
questions. 

● Does not require 
students to 
explain reasoning. 

● Expects 
immediate 
responses. 

● Leads direct 
questioning, 
step-by-step, to 
provide evidence 
and reasoning. 

● Some wait time is 
evident. 

● Asks “What did 
you notice?, ” 
“How did you 
know?,” or “What 
led you to that 
conclusion?” 

● Provides adequate 
wait time. 

● Helps students 
use evidence to 
build new 
understandings. 

● Provide adequate 
wait time for 
multiple 
responses.  

Links exploration 
with essential 
questions or 
standards 

● Does not explicitly 
link exploration 
with essential 
questions or 
standards 

● Guides learners to 
connect the 
exploration to 
essential 
questions.  

● Encourages 
learners to 
consider and state 
conclusions and 
applications. 

● Encourages 
students to link 
and state new 
learning with prior 
knowledge. 

 
Notes:   
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Observing Student Actions 
Generally each 
learner: 

Novice Developing Proficient Expert 

Uses evidence, 
senses, and 
makes 
connections. 
Proposes 
explanations and 
possibilities.  

● Does not make 
connections to 
prior knowledge. 

● Does not draw 
conclusions. 

● Begins to make 
connections of 
prior learning to 
exploration. 

● Considers some 
possibilities. 

● Uses evidence or 
prior knowledge 
to explain. Can 
answer “How do 
you know?” 

● Explores 
explanations and 
possibilities. 

● Uses evidence and 
makes multiple 
connections. 

● Refines initial 
questions. 
Analyzes 
investigation.  

Collaborates 
with peers 

● Is disengaged as a 
team member. 

● Offers some input 
while mostly 
observing. 

● Seeks the input of 
other students.  

● Works with peers 
by seeking and 
providing input.  

Communicates 
with both peers 
and teacher 

● Has difficulty 
communicating 
ideas.  

● Listening skills are 
not evident. 

● Shares some 
ideas.  

● Listens quietly to 
others.  

● Shares ideas a 
contribution to 
the discussion. 

● Can restate what a 
peer said in 
another way. 

● Communicates in 
multiple ways. 

● Respect for each 
other’s ideas is 
evident. 

Asks questions 
that can be 
explored 

● Is reluctant to ask 
any questions. 

● Asks some 
procedural or 
clarifying 
questions. 

● Is cautious about 
testing ideas. 

● Ask focused 
questions. 

● Is willing to 
explore other 
answers.  

 

● Poses new 
questions to 
peers. 

● Demonstrates 
persistence. 

 
Notes:  
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